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Talmud  Torah  Board  Names 
New  Director  of  Education 


Rabbi  Yaakov  Kaploun,  M.Sc.,  has 
accepted  the  position  of  Director  of  Educa- 
tion. of  the  Ottawa  Talmud  Torah  Board  for 
the  coming  school  year. 

Rabbi  Kaploun,  M.Sc..  comes  to  us  with  a 
wealth  of  experience  in  Administration  and 
Jewish  Education.  He  has  taught  Hebrew  and 
English  subjects  in  Australia,  Israel,  and  the 
United  States.  He  has  directed  youth 
organizations,  been  involved  in  family, 
marriage,  and  drug  counselling,  and  has  serv- 
ed as  a Chaplain  for  the  Israeli  Defence 
Forres. 


Rabbi  Kaploun,  who  is  presently  Assistant 
to  the  Headmaster  of  the  New  Haven  Hebrew 
Day  School,  New  Haven.  Conn.,  has  a Master 
of  Science  degree.  Psychology  and  Counsell- 
ing, from  Southern  Connecticut  State  College. 
He  received  his  ordination  from  a member  of 
the  Tel  Aviv  Beth  Din. 

We  are  very  pleased  to  have  secured  the 
services  of  an  educator  of  such  experience 
and  energy  as  Rabbi  Kaploun  and  are  sure  he 
can  look  forward  to  the  support  and  coopera- 
tion of  ihe  entire  community  in  his  new  posi- 
tion. 


Israel  Walkathon  Held  In  Memory 
of  Maalot  Children 


On  Sunday.  May  26,  the  Jewish  Community 
held  its  Annual  Israel  Walkathon.  However, 
due  to  the  tragic  events  in  Israel,  at  Ma’alot. 
the  Community  Relations  Committee  of  the 
Ottawa  Vaad  Ha'Ir  felt  that  this  year’s 
walk  should  be  a symbolic  tribute  to  the  vic- 
tims of  Ma’alot. 

Therefore,  the  day  began  with  an  all  youth 
service  in  the  Sanctuary  of  Congregation 
Agudath  Israel  which  was  conducted  in 
English.  Hebrew,  and  Yiddish  and  organized 
by  Bernie  Farber  of  the  Jewish  Community 
Centre.  Over  1.000  people  attended  this  very 
moving  service  which  was  also  addressed  bv 
Ambassador  Thecdor  Meron  of  Israel. 

Foli.'t  ing  the  service,  registration  for  the 
'alkaiVn  continued  and  by  10.00  a.m.  the 
vnlk  h.u!  begun  in  earnest.  This  year,  a 


Walkathon  organizers  and  the  weather  was 
ideal. 

Of  special  note  was  the  participation  of 
Isaac  Potechin  and  Jacob  Baker,  both  81 
years  old.  and  3 year  old  Wendy  Wasserman 
who  complimented  the  other  400  walkers  of 
all  ages..  The  Walkathon  was  covered  by  the 
Ottawa  Citizen  and  CJOH  TV.  Proceeds  of 
this  year’s  Walkathon  which  amounted  to 
over  $10,000  will  go  to  a special  youth  project 
in  memory  of  Ma’alot. 

It  is  hoped  that  next  year,  the  Walkathon 
will  enjoy  total  community  support  and  par- 
ticipation with  contingents  coming  from  the 
schools,  synagogues,  and  other  communal 
organizations.  Members  of  the  Walkathon 
Committee  were  Jeff  Gould  and  Leon  Brons- 
tein  acting  as  Co-Chairmen,  and  Martin  Tatz 


Vaad  Report 


by  Norman  Zagerman 
President,  Ottawa  Vaad  Ha'Ir 

The  1974  United  Jewish  Appeal  is  substan- 
tially complete  and  the  results  are  im- 
pressive. Over  two-and-a  quarter  million 
dollars  has  been  subscribed  and  the  final 
figure  may  reach  another  $50,000.  This  is  a 
remarkable  achievement  although  we  had 
hoped  we  would  repeat  the  $3,300,000.  which 
was  the  total  raised  during  the  spring  cam- 
paign and  the  Yom  Kippur  Emergency  in 
1973. 

By  and  large,  the  gifts  were  adequate; 
some  were  generous;  others  were  disappoin- 
ting; a few  refused  altogether.  Giving  is 
voluntary  in  Jewish  life,  a kind  of  self- 
imposed  taxation.  One  gift  is  supposed  to 
meet  needs  in  Israel,  help  Jews  around  the 
world  and  assure  Jewish  continuity  in  Ot- 
tawa. This  is  possible  only  when  individuals 
carry  their  fair  share  of  responsibility.  As 
good  as  our  community  is.  there  are  still  too 
many  who  are  not  puliing  their  weight.  This 
doubles  the  burden  on  those  who  do.  Every 
man  who  can  afford  it  should  do  his  duty.  We 
shall  have  to  address  ourselves  to  this 
problem  much  more  agressively  next  year. 

I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  pay 
tribute  to  Lawrence  Freedman,  the  General 
Chairman  of  the  United  Jewish  Appeal  for  the 
past  two  years.  This  dynamic,  energetic  and 
deeply  committed  young  man  has  given  an 
outstanding  account  of  himself  and  a grateful 
community  expresses  its  thanks  and  ap- 
preciation to  him  for  his  leadership. 

The  Thirty-Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Vaad  will  take  place  on  Thursday  evening, 
June  27.  We  will  hear  committee -reports, 
deal  with  many  issues  concerning  the  com- 
munity and  elect  new  officers.  I am  par- 
ticularly pleased  that  we  will  also  be  taking 
up  the  draft  of  a new  constitution.  Work  on 
this  project  has  been  going  forward  for  some 
time  and  yeoman  service  has  been  given  by 
Sol  Shmelzer.  the  Chairman  of  the  Constitu- 
tion Committee.  The  object  is  to  democratize 
the  organization  and  enable  anyone  in  the 
community  who  wishes  to  take  part  to  do  so. 
The  new  constitution  provides  for  a Board 

N.C.J.W.  Scholarship 

The  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  of 
Canada  is  pleased  to  announce  the  availabili- 
ty of  the  Irene  Samuel  Scholarship 
(minimum  award  $400).  This  Scholarship  is 
offered  to  a Jewish  woman  who  has  com- 
pleted high  school,  or  is  studying  at  the 
University  and  who  wishes  to  further  her 
education  in  Judaic  Studies.  Upon  completion 
of  her  studies,  her  intent  is  to  teach  in  a 
Jewish  School  in  Canada  for  a minimum  of 
two  years. 

The  successful  candidate  should  have  a 
good  Jewish  and  general  educational 
background,  broad  extra-curricular  activities 
and  interests;  Jewish  Community  affiliation 
and  teaching  and  or  camping  experience,  but 
also  financial  need  will  be  considered. 

Applications  are  available  upon  request 
from; 

National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  of 
Canada. 

300-A  Wilson  Avenue.  Suite  2, 

Downsview.  Ontario.  M3H  1S8. 

Completed  applications  must  be  returned 
to  the  above  address  by  July  31.1974. 

U.J.A.  Study  Missions 

Annual  UJ.A.  Study  Missions  to  Israel 
from  Ottawa  have  become  an  established 
fact  on  the  community  calendar  of  activities. 
There  was  one  in  1971,  one  in  1972,  one  in  1973 
and  two  in  1974.  At  this  point  no  others  have 
been  planned  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  but  a 
date  has  already  been  set  for  the  1975  Mission 
— Monday.  February  24,  1974.  Participation 
is  being  limited  to  eighteen  couples  on  a first 
come  — first  served  basis.  If  you  are  in- 
terested. call  Hv  Hochberg,  232-7306. 


of  Trustees  of  about  100.  Thirty  will  be 
elected  by  the  community  at  large  from 
among  the  contributors  of  the  United  Jewish 
Appeal.  Synagogue  and  organizational 
representatives  will  make  up  the  rest  of  the 
complement.  The  role  of  young  people  and 
young  adults  has  been  recognized  and  they 
too  will  have  a part  to  play.  A smaller  ex- 
ecutive committee  composed  of  the  officers 
and  major  committee  chairmen  will  give 
day-to-day  direction  to  the  organization. 
Every  donor  to  the  United  Jewish  Appeal  will 
be  able  to  vote  for  the  president  and  officers 
of  the  Vaad.  I think  all  of  this  is  a real  step 
forward  and  should  provide  for  greater  par- 
ticipation of  the  community  in  governing  its 
own  affairs.  The  constitution,  when  ap- 
proved, will  be  given  wide  community  cir- 
culation. 

I would  like  to  congratulate  Dr.  Nathan 
Schecter,  newly-elected  President  of  the 
Jewish  Community  Centre  on  assuming  that 
important  office.  He  succeeds  to  the  post  held 
by  Hyman  Soloway,  Q.C.  who  headed  the 
organization  for  thirteen  years.  We  thank  him 
for  his  distinct  contribution  and  leadership. 
Serving  with  Dr.  Schecter  will  be  Norman 
Lesh  and  William  Polskv,  Vice-Presidents 
and  Ben  Achbar,  Treasurer. 

Attempts  are  under  way  to  streamline  the 
operation  of  the  Centre  by  reducing  the 
number  of  members  of  the  Board  and  bring- 
ing younger  people  into  the  administration. 
Those  who  have  given  long  years  of  service 
will  be  recognized  and  named  Life  Gover- 
nors. We  wish  Dr.  Schecter  and  his  associates 
every  success  in  the  responsibilities  they 
ha’-e  undertaken. 

This  paper  is  the  first  of  a new  publication 
which  we  hope  to  produce  on  a regular 
monthly  basis  from  now  on.  It  is  an  attempt 
to  amalgamate  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  of 
before  with  a newcomer  which  emerged 
through  the  initiative  of  the  Young  Israel 
Congregation  and  a group  of  interested  in- 
dividuals. We  will  welcome  your  comments 
and  suggestions  about  the  new  Ottawa  Jewish 
Bulletin  and  Review. 

The  Ottawa  Jewis 
Bulletin  & Revie 

This  the  first  issue  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Bulletin  and  Review  carries  Vol.  38  No.  2 on 
its  masthead.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
Bulletin  and  Review  is  the  offspring  of  two 
distinguished  parents,  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Bulletin  sponsored ‘and  produced  by  the  Vaad 
Ha’Ir  for  many  years  and  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
and  Review,  an  independent  newcomer  of 
late.  The  Bulletin  had  concerned  itself 
primarily  with  local  Jewish  news  and  the 
Digest  and  Review  dealt  with  Israel  and 
World  Jewish  news. 

It  was  felt  by  the  Publications  Committee 
of  the  Vaad  Ha’Ir  that  the  Community  would 
be  best  served  if  these  two  publications  would 
combine  and  incorporate  the  best  elements  of 
both. 

Therefore,  we  now  have  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Bulletin  and  Review  which  has  a magazine 
style  format  and  concerns  itself  with  local, 
Israel  and  World  Jewish  news.  A Letters  to 
the  Editor’  section  is  included  and  other 
features  will  be  added  in  the  coming  months. 

It  is  hoped  that  members  of  the  community 
will  see  this  publication  as  their  own  and  will 
respond  by  suDmiumg  articles,  letters  and 
poems  for  publication.  We  need  your  support. 

Thank  You.  THE  EDITORIAL 
COMMITTEE.  


A WOOD  OF  2412  TREES 
HAS  BEEN  PLANTED  IN 
CANADA  PARK 
OF  THE  JEWISH  NATIONAL 
FUND 

DEDICATED  TO  THE 
MEMORY  OF  THOSE  WHO 
FELL 

IN  THE  YOM  KIPPUR  WAR 
PV  THE 

OTTAWA  JEWISH 

COMMUNITY 
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Dr.  Nathan  Schecter  Elected 
President  of  the  J.C.C. 


Dr.  Nathan  Schecter 


Shalom  Ottawa 


The  Board  ot  Directors  of  the  Jewish  Com- 
munity Centre  has  recently  elected  Dr. 
Nathan  Schecter  as  President.  Dr.  Schecter 
is  an  eminent  local  physician  and  has  con- 
tributed to  many  periodicals  on  the  field  of 
Jewish  medicine.  Dr.  Schecter  has  been  af- 
filiated with  the  Jewish  Community  Centre 
since  its  inception  and  has  served  as  the 
Chairman  of  the  Adult  Jewish  Education 
Committee. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Schecter.  Norman  Lesh 
and  William  Polskv  were  elected  Vice- 
Presidents  and  Ben  Achbar  was  elected 
Treasurer. 

The  Board  of  Directors  is  being 
reconstituted  and  will  be  confirmed  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  to  be  held  in  September.  , 


Television  Show 


Shalom  Ottawa  the  Cable  TV  production  co- ' 
sponsored  by  the  Ottawa  Vaad  Ha’ir  and  the 
National  Council  of  Jewish  women  has  been 
with  us  over  9 months.  19  Shows  have  been 
produced  and  three  more  are  in  the  works  for 
July  & August  After  the  last  show  in  Aug.  the 
members  of  the  Production  Committee  will 
taken  a well  deserved  rest  and  resume 
regular  programming  in  September. 

Past  productions  have  dealt  with  the 
Jewish  Holidays,  Jewish  Communal 
Institutions  and  events,  the  Jewish  Communi- 
ty Centre,  Youth  Activities  and  Soviet  Jewry. 
There  has  also  been  an  all  news  programme 
as  well  as  special  coverage  during  the  Yom 
Ki Pur  War.  Hebrew  lessons  and  perfor- 
mances by  the  Ami  Hai  Dancers  and  Jewish 


Choral  Society  were  also  featured. 

The  last  production  which  was  seen  on 
Tuesday  June  18  was  . “Ask  the  Rabbi"  and 
had  a panel  of  local  Rabbis  answer 
questions  put  to  them  by  non-Jews  about 
Jewish  life.  The  next  production  on 

Tuesday  July  2 will  be  a travel  special  es- 
pecially on  summer  travel  trips  for 
teenagers.  On  Tuesday  July  16  Camp  Bnai 
Brith  will  be  featured. 

The  last  production  of  the  season  will  be  on 
Tuesday  August  6 and  will  show  the  Lighter 
side  of  Cable  T.V.  Production.  Members  of 
the  Production  Committee  are:  Florence 
Elman.  Dena  Gosewich.  Hennie  Gosewich 
Anita  Pollock,  Merida  Sachs.  Gittel  Tatz.  amt 
Nancy  Zulman . 


J.C.C.  Day  Camps 


Day  Camp  Director  Bernie  Farber 


Day  Camp  time  is  approaching  and  the 
J.C.C.  Day  Camp  programme  is  in  full  swing. 
Bernie  Farber  Day  Camp  Director  reports 
that  registration  staff  persons  have  been 
hired.  A full  range  of  programmes  have 
already  been  planned  and  this  year  special 
Hebrew  and  Jewish  programming  has  been 
added. 

Day  Camp  Rates  are  $90.00  for  J.  C.  C. 
members  for  the  half  season  (3%  weeks)  and 
$105.00  for  non-members.  Full  season  (7 
weeks)  rates  are  $155  for  J.  C.  C.  members 
and  $190.00  for  non-members  the  season 
begins  on  July  2 and  ends  on  August  16.  If  you 
would  like  to  send  your  child  to  camp  and 
have  not  registered  as  yet  please  call  Bernie 
Farber  at  the  Centre  232-7306  immediately. 


Men’s  Softball  League 

The  Jewish  Men’s  Softball  League  is  in  full 
swing.  For  teams  have  been  organized  and 
are  sponsored  by  Yankel’s  Kosher 
Restaurant,  Dave  Polowin  Real  Estate.  Ne- 
pean Motors  and  the  Jewish  Community  Cen- 
tre. The  league  standings  as  of  Sunday.  June 
23  are  as  follows: 


The  Ami  Hai  Dancers 


“They  are  an  amateur  group  but  they  work 
like  professionals."  This  comment,  quoted 
recently  in  the  Ottawa  Journal,  was  made  by 
“Moshiko”,  a noted  Israeli  dance  personali- 
ty, as  members  of  the  Jewish  Community 
Centre’s  Ami  Hai  Dance  Group  ended  a 
weekend  of  concentrated  work  under  his 
direction. 

“Moshiko"  (whose  full  name  is  Moshe 
Halevy)  is  of  Yemenite  origin  and  in  his 
career  as  one  of  Israel’s  outstanding  dancers 
and  dance  creators  he  has  maintained  a 
special  interest  in  the  centuries-old  cultural 
traditions  of  the  Yemenites  and  other  orien- 
tal communities  living  in  Israel. 

During  his  session  with  the  Ami  Hai  group 
he  taught  a three-part  dance,  the  theme  of 
which  had  to  do  with  the  vintage,  the 
harvesting  of  the  grapes.  This  work,  based 
largely  on  Yemenite  styles,  was  performed 
on  the  Jewish  Community  Centre  Stage  as 
part  of  this  year’s  Israel  Independence  Day 
Celebrations  on  April  28th. 

The  Ami  Hai  group  has  danced  for  the  Ot- 
tawa Jewish  Community  on  Israeli 
Independence  Day  for  some  years  now.  It  has 
also  appeared  at  Ontario  Place  at  the  Invita- 
tion of  the  Ontario  Department  of  Tourism, 
on  Parliament  Hill  at  the  invitation  of  the 
Department  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  a 
National  Festival  of  Israel’  Dance  held  in 
Toronto  and  at  annual  Brotherhood  Week 
Ceremonies  at  the  Ottawa  High  School  of 
Commerce. 

Although  there  had  never  been  widespread 
interest  in  Israel  Folk  Dance  in  Ottawa,  five 
years  ago  Sylvia  Rosenes  (Ami  Hai’s  Direc- 
tor) became  convinced  that  Jewish  Dance 
should  and  could  have  a following  in  Ottawa. 

She  approached  the  Jewish  Community 
Centre  whose  involvement  in  dance  up  to  this 
time  had  centred  around  a small  group  of 
young  people  with  dance  experience  acquired 
mainly  at  Zionist  camps.  With  the  encourage- 
ment and  support  of  the  Centre,  a 
recreational  dance  group  was  started,  attrac- 
ting folk  dancers  from  the  Ottawa  area. 

Workshop  taught  bvTemme  Kernerman  the 
noted  teacher  of  Israeli  Dance  from  Toronto 
are  now  a regular  feature  of  the  program  and 
are  attended  by  dancers  and  dance  teachers 
from  Ottawa,  the  surrounding  area  and  Mon- 
treal. 


It  was  from  this  program  at  the  Jewish 
Community  Centre  that  the  Ami  Hai  Dancers 
emerged  as  a performing  group. 

Now  in  its  third  season,  the  company  is 
composed  of  four  male  and  eight  female 
dancers.  Some  have  professional  experience. 
They  include  Joyce  Shietze  who  formerly 
taught  at  the  National  Ballet  School  and  now 
is  a director  of  the  Dance  Centre  in  Ottawa ; 
Merle  Adam  and  Annette  Brand  who  studied 
at  George  Balanchine’s  American  School  in 
New  York,  and  Ted  Marshall  who  formerly 
danced  with  a Vancouver  group. 

Joanne  Grosse  toured  Israel  last  year  with 
a student  dance  group.  Wilfrid  Dube  has  been 
featured  in  Orpheus  and  Ottawa  Little 
Theatre  Productions.  Judy  Kirsh  formerly 
was  a member  of  “Nirkoda”  a Toronto  group 
directed  by  Temme  Kernerman. 

Others  have  come  to  the  group  from 
recerational  programs  in  other  cities.  Sol 
Feig  had  danced  in  Montreal,  David  Freed- 
man in  Winnipeg  and  Tsippi  Vardi,  the 
erouD's  resident  Israeli  in  Tel-Aviv. 

On  Sunday  May  26  the  Ami  Hai  Dancers 
hosted  an  Israeli  Dance  Festival  at  City  Hall. 
The  Festival  was  made  possible  as  a result  of 
a grant  from  the  Secretary  of  State  which 
was  secured  by  Sylvia  Roseness.  The  Dance 
Festival  was  part  of  the  local  Tulip  Festival 
and  was  by  far  its  most  successful  event.  In 
spite  of  inclement  weather,  over  5,000  people 
turned  out  during  the  course  of  the  day  to 
watch  the  performances,  listen  to  the 
musicians  and  particpate  in  the  community 
signing  and  dancing.  The  audience  was 
rewarded  for  its  efforts  by  being ’treated  to  a 
sampling  of  Israeli  foods  and  wines  specially 
prepared  for  the  festival. 

In  addition  to  the  Ami  Hai  Dancers  there 
were  performances  by  an  Israeli  Folk  Dance 
group  from  Montreal,  Yechiel  Eckstein  the 
Folksinger  and  a special  performance  by 
Julia  and  Rebecca,  both  eight  years  old,  se- 
cond generation  Ami  Hai  Dancers. 


Buy  Israel  Bonds 


WON 

Yankel’s  4 
Polowin  3 
Nepean  2 
J.  C.  C.  0 


LOST 

2 

2 

2 

3 


Join  the  Nooners! 

Every  weekday  from  12:  UU  to  1:01)  a group 
of  men  jog.  run  and  exercise  at  the  Jewish 
Community  Centre. 

Others  play  handball  or  paddle-ball,  take  a 
shvitz  and  massage  or  follow  a weight- 
training regimen  in  the  special  exercise 
room.  Some  come  every  day,  others  two  or 
three  times  a week.  The  important  thing  they 
have  learned  is  that  some  type  of  regular  ex- 
ercise makes  them  feel  better. 

You  are  invited  to  take  part.  The  program 
will  do  wonders  for  your  disposition  and  waist 
line.  Use  your  lunch  hour  to  exercise  gently 
and  eat  lightly.  You  can  have  a light  snack 
right  in  the  Health  Club  and  get  back  to  work 
refreshed  and  better  equipped  to  meet  the 
challenges  you  face  each  day. 


The  Ottawa  Chevra  Kadisha 
is  a voluntary  group  of 
dedicated  men  and  women 
who  perform  the  last  rites  ac- 
cording to  Jewish  law  for 
departed  members  of  the 
Jewish  community.  There  is 
no  greater  mitzvah  than 
"chesed  shel  emeth"  in 
Jewish  life. 

A number  of  younger  men 
and  women  have  recently 
become  involved  in  the  work 
of  the  Society.  Others  are 
needed  from  time  to  time  and 
it  would  be  good  if  individuals 
who  are  willing  to  help  would 
come  forward.  Men  should 
contact  the  Gabbai  Rishon, 
Mr.  Jacob  Landau.  Women 
can  obtain  information  from 
Mrs.  Harry  Pleet  or  in  her 
absence,  Mrs.  Morris  Woolf- 
son. 


Words 

of 

Parting 

Thirteen  years  ago,  upon  my  arrival  in  Ot- 
tawa. I was  asked  to  write  some  lines  for  the 
Jewish  Community  Bulletin.  I am  equally 
grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  say  farewell 
both  to  the  community  as  a whole  and  to 
many  many  friends  and  colleagues  with 
whom  I have  shared  years  of  common  effort. 

I suppose  one  might  correctly  suggest  that 
babies  born  here  at  the  time  of  my  arrival  are 
now  reaching  the  Bar  Mitzvah  age  — a rather 
startling  thought,  but  surely  I leave  as  the 
beneficiary  of  having  lived  in  this  communi- 
ty. I think  it  an  understatement,  to  call  it  a 
privilege.  The  good  wishes  and  con- 
gratulations that  so  many  people  have  ex- 
tended to  me  reflects  our  relationships.  In 
truth,  though  I served  as  Rabbi  of  Agudath 
Israel,  by  extension  I was  Rabbi  in  the  com- 
munity as  a whole.  It  was  relatively  easy  U 
do  so  because  the  community  opened  up  its 
doors  and  hearts  to  my  family  and  mvself. 

This  community,  unlike  so  many 
others,  sees  itself  as  a whole  — a unit  — — 
and  the  constituent  components  are  part  of 
this  whole.  Thus  all  of  us  avoided  the 
parochialism  that  often  afflicts  so  many  com- 
munities. 

While  every  community  is  the  same,  every 
community  is  also  different.  If  I had  to 
characterize  this  community  by  one 
“different”  quality.  I would  have  to 
characterize  it  as  a responsible  community. 
It  has  a history  of  responsibility,  of  concern, 
of  awareness  which  it  manages  to  transmit  to 
succeeding  generations.  The  responsibility  is 
seen  in  its  communal  institutions,  its  concern 
for  tradition,  its  love  of  Israel. 

It  has  therefore  been  my  privilege  to  work 
with  so  many  — laymen  and  professionals 
alike.  The  fact  that  I have  been  able  to  differ, 
often  heatedly,  with  other  points  of  view  — 
without  affecting  our  personal  relationships, 
suggests  mutual  concern  for  common  goals. 

We  have  shared  much.  Perhaps  more  than 
anything  we  have  shared  in  this  short  period 
— for  thirteen  years  in  Jewish  history  are  but 
a moment  — the  overwhelming  experiences 
of  ecstatic  joy  and  consuming  worry  that 
comes  out  of  Israel. 

My  family  and  I want  to  thank  this  com- 
munity for  its  many  kindnesses  and  for  being 
our  home.  If  I have  been  able  in  some  small 
wav  to  add  to  the  life  of  this  community,  then 
I am  rewarded  indeed.  Shalom  and  God  bless 
you. 


Academy  For  Jewish 
Studies  Without  Walls 


The  Academy  for  Jewish  Studies  without 
Walls  is  a new  college  levely  program  in 
Judaica  co-sponsored  by  the  American 
Jewish  Committee  and  Haifa  University,  and 
is  based  on  independent  study  through  cor- 
respondence. Courses  completed  through  the 
Academy  may  be  applied  towards  a degree 
from  the  University  of  Haifa  and  by  in- 
dividual application  to  a degree  from  a Cana- 
dian or  American  University.  Persons  in- 
terested in  obtaining  further  information 
about  the  Academy,  should  contact  Joe 
Peimer  at  the  Centre,  232-7306. 


Yiddish  Drama  Group 

As  part  of  Canada’s  Multicultural  Festival 
which  is  sponsored  bv  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Dora  Wasserman’s  Yiddish  Drama  Group  of 
Montreal  will  be  performing  “A  Shtetl  Wed- 
ding” (in  Yiddish)  at  the  National  Arts  Cen- 
tre Studio  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
evenings,  July  2 and  3 at  8.00  p.m.  Admission 
is  $2  per  person. 


Rooms  for  Students 


Visiting  students  to  the  Ottawa  area  during 
the  summer  months  need  accomodations 
with  or  without  board.  If  you  are  able  to 
provide  a room  please  contact  Mrs.  Anne  Alt- 
man at  the  Centre,  232-7306. 


Some  Thoughts  on  Maalot 

By  Sofer 


It  is  sometimes  observed 
that  the  Yom  Kippur  War 
showed  Israel  in  a "new"  light 
- as  the  Jew  among  the 
nations.  Whether  after  1967 
Israelis  thought  of  themselves 
as  the  'local  superpower',  or 
as  having  finally  permanently 
achieved  a certain  respect 
abroad,  the  war  taught  a deep 
lesson,  expressed  in  the  homi- 
ly 'back  to  abnormal'.  As  if 
Israel's  relations . with^  its 
neighbours  and  others  could 
have  been  described  merely  in 
the  terms  of  international 
relations  and  strategic 
theory.... 

The  outburst  of  emotion,  of 
grief,  fear,  and  rage,  at  the 
events  in  AAa'alot  were  more 
than  a response  to  the  carnage 
itself.  Ma'alot  has  a deeper 
resonance,  as  a moment  in 
Jewish  history,  charged  with 
the  shared  images  of  the  past. 

Ma'alot,  in  a particular 
way,  affects  all  Jews.  Prior  to 
the  War,  Palestinian 
terrorism  was  regarded,  on 
the  whole,  as  a nuisance,  even 
if  a serious  one.  The  war 
changed  a great  deal,  Jews 
and  Israelis'  sense  of 
themselves  and  their  place 
most  of  all.  One  feels  that 
Jews  everywhere  felt 
themselves  wounded  - and 
threatened  - by  Ma'alot.  Philip 
Givens  expressed  something 
of-this  at  a rally  in  Toronto: 
why  couldn't  this  happen  in 
our  schools  or  synagogues? 
Would  our  government  show 
itself  less  complacent  than  the 
German,  Greek,  British,  or 
Italian? 

In  fact  the  threat  is  a deeper 
one,  and  more  invidious. 
Palestinian  terrorism  has  had 
an  impact  on  Jews  and  their 
status  everywhere.  It  has 
made  more  legitimate  at- 
titudes and  a language  which 
were  not  expressed  in  polite 
company  since  the  Holocaust. 
Above  all,  the  activities  of  the 
terrorists,  and  in  particular 
the  style  and  character  of 
their  operations,  has  breathed 
new  life  into  the  old  understan- 
ding that  Jewish  lives  are 
different,  and  exDendable  - in 
a word,  ' Hefker".  How 
familiar  is  the  blame  placed 
on  the  victim  seen  to  have 
somehow  provoked  his  fate  - 

Slaughters  at  Munich, 
Athens,  Avivim,  Kiryat 
Shmone,  the  blowing-up  of  air- 
craft; there  are  press  inter- 
views for  NBC  reporters  in 
Damascus  and  Beirut,  and  the 
Greek  government  releases 
the  latest  group  of  multiple- 
killers  into  the  custody  of  Air- 
France  en  route  to  Libya, 
First  Class.  There  is  more  in 
all  of  this  than  the  cynicism, 
and  impotence,  of  'Europe'. 

Ma'alot  brought  to  the  front 
of  the  mind  the  sharp  image  of 
the  past  slaughter  of  Jews,  es- 
pecially  of  children:  one 
thought  of  the  infamous 
photograph  of  the  Jewish  child 
with  arms  raised  menaced  by 
armed  grinning  soldiers. 
These  associations,  our  collec- 
tive memories,  are  reinforced 
by  the  vacuous  - or  vicious  - 
response  of  the  'world  com- 
munity' to  too  many  recent 
acts  of  murder,  disfigure- 
ment, and  torture,  whether  of 


POW's  in  Egypt  and  Syria,  of 
innocents  in  Israel  and 
abroad,  of  Syrian  and  Iraqi 
Jewry.  Palestinian  terrorism 
has  in  effect  reintroduced  the 
principle  of  a separate  status 
for  Jews  - as  legitimate 
targets,  and  as  outside  the 
protection  of  the  law.  A 
political  leader  would  today  be 
considered  to  be  acting 
irresponsibly  if  he  allowed  the 
national  economy,  or  airline, 
to  be  under  threat  simply 
because  of  a number  of  Jews 
had  been  killed.  There  need  be 
no  malevolence  involved; 
simply  that  all  this  is  becom- 
ing accepted  as  accomplished 
fact  is  written  into  the  nature 
of  things.... 

Ma'alot  highlighted  Israel's 
feeling  of  being  hemmed  in  by 
a hard,  uncaring  world, 
following  as  directly  as  it  did 


from  the  Security  Council's 
resolution  on  Kiryat  Shemone, 
blaming  Israel  for  an  incur- 
sion into  the  Lebanon,  passing 
over  in  silence  the  murder  of 
families  asleep  in  their  beds 
and  of  children  hurled  from 
the  windows  of  their  homes. 
The  United  States  and  the 
Kissinger  mission  were  quite 
frank:  Ma'alot  was  'in- 
convenient', and  best 
forgotten  quickly. 

It  is  the  present  prospect,  in 
conjunction  with  the  perspec- 
tives of  the  past,  that  Ma'alot 
put  into  sharpest  relief.  The 
government’ orTsrael  can  be 
said  to  share  part  of  the  blame 
for  Ma'alot  - not  so  much  for 
the  lack  of  security,  but  for  its 
cautious,  hesitant  responses  to 
past  murders,  mired  as  the 
Government  was  in  the  post- 
war morass.  Thus  the  Syrians 
might  kill  two  people  one  day. 


and  fifteen  another,  to  'put 
pressure'  on  Israel  - and  there 
would  be  no  response.  One  ap- 
preciates what  the  cir- 
cumstances were  - but  this 
'low  posture'  contributed  to 
the  atmosphere  of  'hetker' 

Meanwhile,  enemies 
prosper.  The  Lebanon  protests 
its  innocence  while  Kissinger 
dines  with  Assad.  The  Popular 
Democratic  front  for  the 
Liberation  of  Palestine  - the 
press  sees  'moderates' 
everywhere  - talks  of  eventual 
co-existence  with  'the  Jews', 
while  arming  Katyushas  to 
shatter  the  Kotel  - a singu  arly 
vicious  act.  The  press  blandly 
reports  the  disarming  of  the 
discovered  rockets:  headlines 
are  reserved  for  Faisal's  de- 
mand for  'protection'  of  the 
holy  places,  and  for  the 


Palestinians'  'demand'  for  a 
'non-racial ',  'secular', 
'democratic'  state.  The  same 
PDFLP  launches  the  'heroic 
action'  at  Ma'alot,  which  it 
described  as  a 'mission  of 
peace'  in  an  interview  the 
following  day  with  NBC  news. 
Nayef  Hawatmeh  speaks  to 
the  BBC  and  CBC  about 
Ma'alot  in  his  office  in  Beirut, 
portraits  of  the  three  killers 
prominent  on  his  desk  and 

framed  in  gold 

One  feels  that  facts  should 
carry  some  weight;  even  if 
one  has  to  live  with  them,  it  is 
more  tolerable  if  there  is  at 
least  recognition  that 
something  has  happened.  But 
even  this  elementary  recogni- 
tion is  in  important  respects 
lacking.  The  seemingly  eager 
consumption  of  cant  and  lies  - 
understood  as  a requirement 
of  'balance'  - has  effects  other 


than  those  on  public  sym- 
pathy; it  makes  one  feel 
'unperson',  disarmed,  outcast, 

of  no  account 

The  press  focused  on  the 
question  of  the  'password', 
and  whether  Israel  negotiated 
in  'good  faith'  with  the 
terrorists.  It  is  not  surprising 
that  the  press,  'balanced'  or 
otherwise,  ignored  the  fun- 
damental problem  for  Israel 
of  the  terrorists'  conditions: 
not  whether  the  French  or 
Rumanian  ambassadors  were 
to  be  intermediaries,  or 
negotiators;  or  to  whom  the 
password  would  be  given;  but 
that  the  children  were  to  ac- 
company the  terrorists  out  of 
Israel.  Half  the  children  were 
to  be  released  upon  news  of 
the  arrival  in  Damascus  of  the 
terrorists  whose  release  was 
demanded;  the  remaining 


children  were  to  accompany 
the  terrorists  to  Damascus,  or 
to  another  Arab  capital.  The 
thought  of  some  forty  children 
bandied  about  Arab  capitals  to 
be  displayed  as  booty  presents 
a striking  image  of  the 
traditional  Jewish  position,  of 
the  helplessness  that  provokes 
blame  and  bestiality,  of 
humiliation.  One  needn't 
speculate  as  to  what  such  a 
spectacle  would  have  done  for 
Israeli  morale,  and  for  Jews. 
To  allow  this  to  happen  was 
simply  out  of  the  question. 

The  terrorists'  demands 
presented  Israel  with  difficult 
choices.  Ma'alot  focused 
attention  on  the  most  per- 
vasive of  the  pol  itica  I 
problems  bequeathed  by  the 
war  - the  relative  loss  of 
Zahal's  power  of  deference. 
The  principal  constraint  on 
fedayeen  action  in  the  past 


was  the  fear  of  Israeli 
reprisals,  a particular  worry 
of  the  Arab  states  bordering 
Israel.  These  Arab  states  now 
feel  far  freer  to  act.  Arab 
states  today  fear  war  less,  and 
some  are  indeed  prepared  or 
eager  to  impose  another  war 
on  Israel,  while  Israel  finds 
itself  pressed  by  the  United 
States  to  'show  restraint'  and 
to  suffer  blows  as  best  it  can; 
the  UN  virtually  encourages 
terror,  and  Europe  acquiesces 
in  all 

Ma'alot  opened  these  ghast- 
ly perspectives  - which  are 
those  of  the  foreseeable 
future.  The  Soviet  Union,  out- 
flanked by  Kissinger  in  Egypt 
and  losing  ground  in  Syria  and 
in  any  case  never  com- 
pletely rational  in  its  attitude^ 
to  Israel,  has  been~rfurning 
predictably  enough  to  the 
terrorists,  as  a source  of 
pressure  on  backsliding 
regimes.  The  PDFLP,  the 
authors  of  Ma'alot,  are  in  fact 
closely  associated  with  the 
Soviet  Union,  and  there  has 
been  speculation  about  Soviet 
involvement  in  such  terrorist 
actions.  The  May  22  com- 
munique issued  in  Moscow 
after  the  Libyan  Premier 
Jalloud's  visit  spoke  of  the 
Soviet  Union's  support  of  the 
'Palestinian  Resistance'  and 
its  actions;  the  expression  of 
support  for  the  Palestinian 
Resistance',  rather  than  for 
say  'the  PLO,  can  be  said  to 
suggest  Soviet  backing  for 
terror,  with  the  aim  of 
frustrating  Kissinger's 
diplomacy  and  to  threaten  'ac- 
commodation', such  as  it  is. 
Such  dangers  have  surely 
become  sharper  with  the 
success  of  the  Kissinger-Nixon 
visits  and  the  beginnings  of 
the  Geneva  negotiations,  even 
as  the  immediate  threat  of 
full-scale  war  has  diminished. 
For  if  the  Palestinians  are  not 
represented  at  Geneva,  there 
will  be  terror  to  demonstrate 
that  there  can  be  no  settle- 
ment without  'taking  the 
Palestinians  into  account"; 
and  if  there  is  Palestinian 
representation,  those  opposed 
to  this  or  to  even  discussing  a 
settlement,  will  act  to  disrupt 
the  talks;  and  of  course 
whenever  the  talks  are  notin  a 
particular  Arab  interest,  there 
is  the  ever-handy  recourse  to 
terrorism  to  encourage 
pressure  for  'compromise'.... 

A veritable  litany  of  lamen- 
tations - an  overwhelming 
catalogue  at  the  time  of 
Ma'alot,  when  it  was  all 
together  in  one's  mind,  and 
when  the  price  one  paid,  and 
knew  one  would  continue  to 
pay,  was  so  high.  But  one  needs 
to  be  aware  of  what  is  atjstake 
- and  gird  one's  loins 
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Churchill  Favored 
Palestine  Partition 


LONDON,  (JTA)  May  14  - Secret  Cabinet 
papers  just  released  here  reveal  that  Prime 
Minister  Winston  Churchill  pressed  for  a 
rapid  solution  of  the  Palestine  problem 
through  partition  before  the  end  of  World  War 
II  and  clashed  sharply  over  the  plan  with  his 
then  Foreign  Secretary,  Anthony  Eden.  The 
plan  was  disclosed  in  papers  relating  to  the 
final  period  of  the  British  Mandate  in 
Palestine  (1943-45).  Papers  of  this  type  are 
ow  permitted  to  be  released  after  a period  of 
30"  years. 

They  showed  that  Churchill  and  Leo 
Amery,  then  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
strongly  pushed  for  the  partition  plan  against 
the  advice  of  Eden  and  other  Foreign  Office 
officials  and  serious  reservations  by  the 
military  chiefs  of  staff.  A partition  report 
was  nevertheless  approved  by  the  war 
Cabinet  on  Jan.  25.  1944  but  the  need  for  con- 
tinued secrecy  and  deferred  action  was 
accepted.  In  June  1944,  Eden  asked  for  recon- 
sideration of  the  plan. 

According  to  the  Cabinet  papers,  Churchill 
declared  at  one  point,  “it  is  well  known  I am 
determined  not  to  break  the  pledges  of  the 
British  government  to  the  Zionists,  expressed 
in  the  Balfour  Declaration  (1917),  as 
modified  by  my  subsequent  statement  at  the 
Colonial  Office  in  1921.” 

In  face  of  Eden’s  opposition,  a second 
report  was  completed  by  the  Cabinet’s 
Palestine  Committee  in  Oct.  1944  which 
proposed  the  establishment  of  three  separate 
states  in  Palestine  to  meet  the  chiefs  of  staff 
strategic  and  defense  requirements. 

This  plan,  the  Cabinet  papers  revealed, 
called  for  a Jerusalem  state  with  British 
responsibility  for  its  foreign  relations  and 
defense;  a Jewish  coastal  state;  and  a state 
of  South  Syria,  comprising  the  Arab  areas  of 
Palestine  and  Trans-Jordan.  Sir  Edward 
Grigg,  the  new  Minister  President  in  the  Mid- 
dle East,  raised  objections,  backed  by  the 
Foreign  Office.  In  a report  in  April  1945, 
Grigg  said,  "Partition  offers  no  real  solution  . 
and  suffers  from  serious  defects.”  He  shared 
Eden’s  preference  for  a single  state  under 
trusteeship. 

In  face  of  an  apparent  deadlock,  Churchill 
referred  the  issue  to  Field  Marshal  Jan 
Smuts,  the  South  African  Prime  Minister. 
Smuts  declared  on  April  13.  1945;  “There  is  a 
consensus  of  opinion  of  men  on  the  spot  that 
partition  is  not  a practical  policy.  I believe 
that  partition  is  strategically  dangerous, 
economically  and  geographically  most  dif- 
ficult and  that  the  racial  and  political  tangles 
will  remain,  perhaps  become  worse.”  He 
recommended  that  the  Palestine  Mandate 
should  be  maintained  under  British  control. 

At  that  point.  Churchill  deferred  all  dis- 
cussions of  the  Palestine  problem.  It  fell  to 
the  Labor  government  of  Clement  Attlee, 
elected  right  after  the  war.  In  Oct.  1945, 
Attlee  called  for  a United  Nations  trusteeship 
of  Palestine  and  controlled  Jewish  immigra- 
tion. a plan  attributed  to  his  Foreign 
Secretary  Ernest  Bevin. 


Yasser  Arafat  leads 


Palestinian  groups 


Yasser  Arafat  has  emerged  as  a leader  of  the 
Palestinians.  His  Palestinian  Liberation 
Organisation  (PLO)  is  the  umbrella  loosely 
grouping  seven  major  fedaveen  movements; 

1.  A1  Fatah  led  by  Yasser  Arafat  himself. 

2.  Black  September  (BSO)  led  by  Salah 
Khalaf. 

3.  Popular  Front  for  the  Liberation  of 
Palestine  (PFLP)  led  by  George  Habbash. 

4.  The  (breakaway)  Popular  Democratic 
Front  for  the  Liberation  of  Palestine 
(PDFLP)  led  by  Naif  Hawatmeh. 

5.  Vanguard  of  Popular  Revolution  (SAIQA) 
of  Syria. 

6.  Arab  Liberation  Front  (ALF)  of  Iraq. 

7.  Popular  Republican  Front. 

The  PFLP.  and  the  Iraqi-sponsored  ALF  in- 
sist they  will  boycott  any  peace  talks  with 
Israel. 


Times  lists 
acts  of  terror 


NEW  YORK  TIMES.  May  5.  1974-  A list 
follows  of  major  Arab  terrorist  activites 
since  Feb.  10.  1970.  when  an  attack  on  an  El 
A1  Israel  Airlines  plane  at  Munich  killed  one 
passenger  and  wounded  eight.  An  Egyptian 
and  two  Jordanians  were  arrested  but  they 
were  later  set  free. 

July  22,  1970  — Six  Palestinaians  hijacked 
an  Olympic  Airways  plane.  None  was  brought 
to  justice. 

Sept.  6, 1970  — Pan  American.  Trans  World 
Airlines  and  Swissair  planes  were  hijacked 
by  Arabs.  All  were  eventually  blown  up.  None 
of  the  terrorists  was  arrested. 

Sept.  6,  1970—  A woman  terrorist  was 
wounded  and  her  male  companion  killed  in  an 
attempt  to  hijack  an  El  A1  plane.  The  women 
was  later  released. 

July  28, 1971—  An  attempt  to  blow  up  an  El 
A1  plan  with  booby-trapped  luggage  given  to  a 
woman  by  a male  Arab  friend  did  not 
succeed. 

Sept.  20,  1970  — A similar  attempt  to  blow 
up  another  El  A1  Plane  failed. 

Nov.  29,  1971  — Wasfi  Tal.  Premier  of  Jor- 
dan. was  assassinated  bv  four  Palestinian 
guerrillas  while  entering  his  hotel  in  Cairo. 
Suspects  were  taken  into  custody  but  no 
prosecutions  have  been  reported. 

Feb.  22,  1972  — A Lufthansa  airliner  was 
hijacked  to  Aden  where  the  hijackers  were 
paid  $5-million  for  its  release.  The  hijackers 
went  free. 

May  8,  1972  — Terrorists  hijacked  a 
Belgian  Sabena  airliner  to  Lvdda.  where  two 
men  were  killed  by  Israeli  security  guards. 
Two  women  were  subsequently  sentenced  to 
life  imprisonment. 

May  30,  1972  — Three  Japanese  gunment 
belonging  to  the  Popular  Front  for  the 
Liberation  of  Palestine  killed  26  persons  at 
Lydda  Airport. 

August  16,  1972  — A booby-trapped  tape- 
recorder  exploded  in  the  luggage  compart- 
ment of  an  El  A1  plane,  causing  slight 
damage.  Two  Arabs  were  released  by  Italian 
authorities  after  a short  detention. 

Sept  5,  1972  — Members  of  an  Arab 
guerrilla  organization  attacked  the  quarters 
of  Israeli  athletes  in  the  Olympic  Village  in 
Munich.  Eleven  members  of  the  Israeli 
Olympic  Team  were  slain.  Five  of  the 
terrorists  were  killed.  Three  others  were 
later  freed. 

Oct.  29,  1972  — A Lufthansa  plane  was  hi- 
jacked to  Zagreb.  Yugoslavia,  where  it  was 
released  after  Arab  terrorists  responsible  for 
the  attack  on  the  Israeli  athletes  at  Munich 
had  been  set  free.  The  hijackers  were  never 
brought  to  justice. 

March  2,  1973  — Eight  guerrillas  invade  the 
Saudi  Arabian  Embassy  in  Khartoum,  the 
Sudan,  and  killed  three  diplomats.  The 
terrorists  were  taken  into  custody  and  are 
reportedly  awaiting  trial. 

April  9, 1973  — Arab  terrorists  attempted  to 
atack  an  Israeli  plane  at  Nicosia,  Cyprus. 
Eight  were  arrested  and  sentenced  to  seven 
years’  imprisonment.  They  were  quietly 
released  later. 

April  27,  1973  — An  Italian  was  killed  in  the 
Rome  office  of  El  A1  by  a Palestinian  Arab 
who  was  later  placed  under  psychiatric 
observation. 

July  24, 1973  — A Japan  Air  Lines  jumbo  jet 
was  hijacked  and  blown  up  in  Tripoli,  Libya. 
None  of  the  five  terrorists  was  brought  to 
trial. 

Aug.  4,  1973  — Two  Arab  terrorists  killed 
five  persons  and  wounded  45  in  a machine-gun 
attack  on  passengers  in  the  Athens  airport 
lounge.  Last  week  the  terrorists  were  freed 
by  the  Greek  government  and  given  safe 
passage  to  Libya. 

Sept.  28,  1973—  Three  Jewish  immigrants 
from  the  Soviet  Union  were  taken  hostage 
aboard  a train  for  Vienna.  Austrian 
authorities  arrested  two  Palestinians  who 
were  then  freed  and  flown  to  an  Arab  coun- 
try. 

Nov.  25,  1973  — Three  Arabs  hijacked  a 
KLM  jumbo  jet  and  flew  it  to  Abu  Dhabi. 
There  is  no  record  of  an  arrest  by  Abu  Dhabi 
authorities. 

April  11,  1974  — Three  Arab  guerrillas  kill- 
ed a total  of  26  men,  women  and  children  in 
the  northern  Israel  border  town  of  Qiryat 
Shemona  before  dying  themselves  in  the  ex- 
plosion of  their  dynamite  charges  while  under 
siege  by  Israeli  security  forces. 


Letters 


Tne  Editor; 

Please  accept  my  sincere  congratulations 
to  you  and  your  committee  for  your  efforts  in 
providing  an  outstanding  and  informative 
newspaper. 

We  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  have 
been  able  to  keep  abreast  with  the  events  tak- 
ing place  in  Israel,  through  the  Jerusalem 
Post,  but  for  those  who  do  not  subscribe  to 
the  Post  I feel  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  and 
Review  will  provide  them  with  information 
that  is  unbiased.  I feel  certain  your 
newspaper  will  become  a password  within 
every  Jewish  home  in  the  City.  The  layout 
of  this  paper  is  inviting,  the  printing  clear 
and  well  laid  out.  and  the  cartoons  certainly 
provide  a little  extra  spice. 

Once  again  “hats  off"  to  you  and  your  com- 
mittee for  a job  well  done.  Keep  up  the  good 
work  ! We're  certainly  anxiously  awaiting 
the  next  issue. 

Phyllis  Fine. 


The  Editor, 

Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  and  Review, 

While  you  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
Breathing  some  intellectual  life  into  the  Ot- 
tawa Jewish  scene,  your  paper  only  rein- 
forces the  modern  day  equation;  Judaism  - 
Israel.  No  other  aspect  of  Judaism  is  even 
mentioned.  This  dominance  of  Israel  is  so 
strong  that  we  have  the  phemomenon  of  a 
large  percentage  of  Jews  who  exhibit  no  or 
almost  no  signs  of  being  Jewish  except  when 
the  word  Israel  is  mentioned.  Is  this  good  for 
Judaism?  Is  it  in  the  interest  of  Jewish  sur- 
vival that  people  have  been  able  to  replace 
their  attachment  and  loyalties  to  the  syn- 
agogue and  local  community  by  attachment 
to  a modern  political  state. 

Let  me  state  that  I am  neither  anti-j  Israel 
nor  pro-Arab,  but  feel  that  the  question  of 
Israel  should  also  be  considered  in  a context 
that  leaves  aside  the  Arab-Israeli  dispute.  We 
should  ask  ourselves  if  the  modern  state  of 
Israel  in  its  own  right  is  deserving  of  the 
adoration  as  well  as  the  financial  and  moral 
support  of  Jews. 

Is  this  a country  epitomizing  the  "Justice, 
Justice”  of  the  prophets  or  just  a country  like 
all  the  others?  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the 
religious  parties  threatening  to  leave  the 
coalition  unless  the  government  took  stronger 
steps  to  get  rid  of  the  slums  and  to  make  sure 
that  the  North  African  and  Asiatic  jews  are 
given  the  same  opportunities  as  the  dominant 
Europeans?  Is  this  the  country  which  is  going 
to  lead  the  Jewish  religious  revival?  Is  this 
the  country  which  is  going  to  set  the  moral 
example  for  the  rest  of  the  world? 

Looking  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  diaspora 
one  should  also  ask  whether  it  is  healthy  for  a 
people  who  have  survived  since  70  c.e. 
because  it  had  no  country  to  devote  the 
greatest  part  of  its  energy  and  financial  sup- 
port to  a political  entity.  Is  a veshiva  or 
scholar  in.Jerusaleumworth  more  than  one  in 
Montreal  (or  Ottawa)?  Is  it  for  our  good 
when  the  Ottawa  U.  J.  A.  letter  is  90%  about 
Israel  and  adds,  almost  as  an  afterthought, 
that  yes  some  of  the  pie  (we  are  never  told 
how  much)  goes  locally? 

I am  sure  that  in  1948  I would  have  been  a 
fervent  Zionist;  that  I would  have  supported 
the  need  for  a land  for  the  refugees,  but  this  is 
1974.  Perhaps  if  Israel  had  also  remembered 
to  “Keep  the  Promise” 

Roger  Fischler 


Christian  support  for  Israel 
stronger  in  1974  than  in  1967 


New  York  Times  (Irving  Spiegel)  May  20, 
1974  — The  American  Jewish  Committee 
reported  yesterday  that  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant  church  groups  throughout  the 
country  had  voiced  support  for  Israel  during 
and  after  last  year’s  Yom  Kippur  war. 

A 125  page  study,  released  at  the  closing 
session  of  the  68th  annual  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee at  the  New  York  Hilton  Hotel,  disclos- 
ed that  demonstrations  of  Christian  support 
and  concern  for  Israel  were  more  widespread 
in  the  United  States  that  they  had  been  during 
the  1967  Middle  East  fighting. 

The  study  said  that  typifying  the  grass- 
roots Christian  response  was  the  resolution  of 
the  National  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops, 
after  the  fighting  ended,  that  called  for 
“recognition  of  the  right  of  Israel  to  exist  as  a 
sovereign  state  with  secure  boundaries.” 

Other  statements  in  support  of  Israel  were 
made  by  Roman  Catholic  bishops  throughout 
the  country. 

Protestant  officials  of  a number  of  state, 
regional  and  local  councils  of  churches  issued 
or  signed  statements,  the  committee’s  study 


reported,  condemning  the  Arab  attack  and 
urging  continued  American  diplomatic  sup- 
port of  Israel  and,  in  some  cases,  calling  for 
arms  shipments. 

Rabbi  Marc  H.  Tanenbaum,  the  com- 
mittee’s interreligious  affairs  director, 
reported  that  East  dramatised  bv  Secretary 
reported  that  “recent  events  in  the  Middle 
East  dramatised  by  Secretary  Kissinger’s 
shuttle  diplomacy  sighify  that  we  are  cross- 
ing a threshold  into  a potential  era  of  peace 
and  reconciliation  between  Jews,  Christians 
and  Muslims.” 


August  is  Jewish  Community 
Foundation  Month 
Enquiries  are  invited  contact 
Casey  Swedlove  Executive 
Secretary  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community  Bequest  and  En- 
dowment Foundation  236-2993. 
236-2993. 


U.J.A.  Honours  1973-1974 
Campaign  Workers 

hlights  From  The  Annual  Kovod  Evening 


1.  Norman  Zagerman,  President  Ottawa  Vaad  Ha'lr  presents  the 
General  Chairman's  award  to  Lawrence  Freedman,  Chairman  1974 
United  Jewish  Appeal  and  Israel  Emergency  Campaign. 


3.  Norman  Zagerman  presents  a special  Jerusalem  award  to 
Gilbert  Greenberg,  Chairman  1973  Israel  Emergency  Campaign. 


5.  Members  of  the  Women's  U.J.A.  Campaign  Cabinet  standing  left 
to  right,  Mrs.  Josepn  Viner,  Mrs.  Gordon  Spergel,  Mrs.  Jack 
Goldstein,  Mrs.  Joseph  Ginsberg,  Mrs.  Philip  Siegel,  Chairman; 

Mrs.  Zeev  Vered,  and  Mrs.  Stanley  Katz. 


».  v..a..Mian  Lawiciite  rreeaman  congraiuiaTes  Mrs. Zeev 
Vered,  Chairman  Women's  Division  1974,  United  Jewish  Appeal 
and  Israel  Emergency  Campaign. 


4.  Chairman,  Lawrence  Freedman  with  Louis  Agulnik  and  Harry 
Torontow  who  received  the  distinguished  service  award  for  their 
combined  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  1974  United  Jewish  Appeal 
and  Israel  Emergency  Appeal. 


6.  Members  of  the  Men's  U.J.A.  Campaign  Cabinet  left  to  right 
Irving  Wolfe,  Sol  Shinder,  David  Zelikovitz,  John  Marks, 
Chairman;  Lawrence  Freedman,  Fred  Cogan,  Zeev  Vered, 

Martin  Saslove,  Joseph  Ginsburg. 


Yitzhak  Rabin:  A Profile 


JERUSALEM  POST  (MARK  SEGAL)  May 
29,  1974—  As  the  hour  approaches  for 
Premier  -designate  Yitzhak  Rabin  to  take 
over  from  Golda  Meir,  more  and  more  people 
are  beginning  to  ask  what  kind  of  an  Israel 
the  52-year-old  choice  of  the  Labour  Party 
stands  for.  The  answers  are  difficult  to  come 
by.  at  least  judging  by  the  immediate  past. 

If  in  earlier  years,  whether  as  Chief  of  Staff 
or  ambassador  to  Washington.  Rabin  was 
highly  articulate,  of  late  he  has  been  more 
than  spare  in  his  public  statements.  As  a 
Labour  Minister  he  is  an  enigma  and  ever 
since  he  became  Premier:designate  the 
public  has  been  kept  in  the  dark  as  to  what  he 
intends  to  do.  Perhaps  he  decided  to  pursue 
the  path  of  silence  so  as  not  to  set  off  any  ex- 
plosions as  he  threaded  his  cautious  way 
through  the  minefield  leading  to  the  Prime 
Minister’s  Office.  Is  it  because  he  is  a captive 
of  the  Finance  Minister  — as  has  been 
suggested  — whose  party  machine  helped 
mobilize  his  narrow  majority  for  the  nomina- 
tion and  a massive  vote  for  his  narrow 
coalition?  His  performance  as  Premier  will 
be  the  only  was  we  shall  be  able  to  tell. 

One  phrase  blew  up  in  Rabin’s  face  shortly 
after  his  nomination,  concerning  his 
readiness  to  hand  back  the_Etzion  Bloc  to  Jor- 
danian rule  — and  he  was  at  pains  to  retract 
it  quickly  as  “a  slip  of  the  tongue.” 

Rabin  has  impressed  on  the  Labour 
leadership  bureau  the  need  to  replace  Golda 
Meir’s  caretaker  government  with  a new 
cabinet  in  order  “to  begin  a new  era”. 
However,  he  has  never  offered  any  insight 
into  what  this  new  era  might  stand  for,  cer- 
tainly not  in  his  speech  at  last  week’s  Labour 
Party  central  committee  session  which  em- 
powered him  to  form  a government. 

It  was  a rather  colourless  performance. 
Hardly  a word  about  the  Ma’alot  atrocity  and 
its  aftermath;  only  a grudging  imention  of 
the  outgoing  Cabinet’s  record;  not  a word  in 
praise  of  Mrs.  Meir;  a cautious  reference  to 
the  need  for  national  unity  and  party  cohe- 
sion. 

One  Does  Not  envy  him  the  arduous  tasks 
ahead.  It  is  not  only  a question  of  keeping  the 
warring  party  factions  from  attacking  each 
other,  but  ultimately  of  taking  over  the  seat 
occupied  for  so  long  by  such  a giant  as  David 
Ben-Gurion.  not  to  speak  of  being  the  im- 
mediate successor  to  so  impressive  a per- 
former as  Prime  Minister  as  Golda  Meir.  Be- 
ing the  leader  of  the  Jews  is  a thankless  task, 
as  can  be  seen  by  a superficial  perusal  of 
what  happened  to  our  leaders,  from  Moses 
right  down  to  Herzl.  Weizmann,  B-G.  and  now 
Golda. 

Rabin  would  be  the  first  to  concede  he 
views  the  job  differently.  Indeed,  in  a reveal- 
ing remark  to  the  Labour  Party  youth  divi- 
sion, on  the  eve  of  the  party  Premiership 
vote.  Rabin  remarked  that  there  does  not 
necessarily  have  to  be  an  identity  of  views 
between  the  head  of  the  government  and  the 
head  of  the  party.  With  Rabin  as  Premier,  we 
may  well  see  a repetition  of  similar 
situations  in  our  recent  history;  when  Sharett 
was  Premier,  yet  Ben-Gurion’s  home  in  Sde 
Boker  was  the  focus  of  power;  when  Eshkol 
was  Prime  Minister,  and  the  party  leadership' 
was  in  the  hands  first  of  Golda  Meir,  then  of. 
Pinhas  Sapir. 

Rabin  is  aware  of  the  need  to  establish  good 
contacts  inside  the  party  machine.  He  show- 
ed this  by  collecting  a capable  team  of  bright 
advisers:  Yossi  Sarid.  M.K.,  a close  aide  of 
Sapir  and  Housing  Minister  Yehoshua 
Rabinowitz;  Yoram  Peri,  former  party 
spokesman  and  a prominent  member  of  the 
party’s  youth  division;  and  Dov  Tsamir, 
Labour  Party  information  chief  and  front 
rank  party  man  in  Ihud  Hakibbutzim  In  addi- 
tion the  Alignment’s  election  campaign  chief. 
Avraham  Ofer,  did  a good  deal  to  help  get 
Rabin  nominated. 

The  respectable  Mapai  credentials  and 
politically  moderate  views  of  these  men 
make  Rabin  eminently  acceptable  to  the  par- 
ty machine,  but  it  is  not  yet  clear  whether 
tney  will  hamper  or  help  his  declared  inten- 
tions of  constructing  a new  team  at  the  top  of 
the  Labour  hierarchy,  not  to  speak  of  es- 
tablishing him  as  a national  leader. 

Sympathetic  reporters  in  “Davar”  have 
gone  out  of  their  wav  to  play  him  up  as  a com- 


bination of  ‘military  hawk  and  political 
dove.”  ready  for  far-reaching  territorial  con- 
cessions if  they  advance  the  cause  of  political 
settlement,  but  willing  to  use  a very  big  stick 
against  Arab  aggression.  This  kind  of  image 
will  help  to  balance  the  effect  of  the 
enthusiastic  support  he  has  been  getting  from 
the  left  wing,  including  fringe  groups  such  as 
the  Moked  Communists  and  Uri  Avneri. 

His  image-makers  have  been  working  hard 
at  presenting  him  as  the  sabra  archetype, 
taking  over  at  last  from  the  founding  genera- 
tion. No  back-slapping  hevraman  (sociable 
type)  Rabin  differs  from  the  sabra  stereotype 
in  his  aloofness  and  the  smallness  of  his  cir- 
cle of  friends.  But  in  that,  he  resembles 
another  famous  sabra.  Moshe  Dayan,  who 
reputedly  inducted  him  into  the  Hagana. 
Dayan  and  Rabin  were  together  in  Wingate’s 
famous  night  squads:  they  both  took  part  in 
the  invasion  of  Allied  Forces  into  Vichy-run 
Syria  in  World  War  Two.  Their  paths  have 
met  repeatedly,  on  the  Israel  delegation  to 
the  Rhodes  Armistice  Agreement  discussions 
in  1949.  and  when  Dayan,  as  Chief  of  Staff, 
summoned  Rabin  from  the  Staff  College  in 
England  to  become  head  of  the  Army  H.Q. 
training  department;  he  was  Chief  of  Staff 
when  Dayan  came  to  the  Defence  Ministry  in 
1967. 


Through  his  mother.  Rabin  is  related  to  a 
leading  clan  whose  intertwining  branches 
have  a pervasive  influence  throughout  our 
power  structure.  He  is  related  to  such  il- 
lustrious families  as  the  Golombs  and  the 
Sharetts.  and  among  his  relatives  on  today’s 
political  scene  are  Dr.  Zvi  Dinstein,  Uzi 
Narkiss  and  the  Yadlins  — Aharon  and  Asher. 

Yitzhak  Rabin  has  moved  a good  dis- 
tance from  the  life-style  of  Rosa  and 
Nehemia  Rabin’s  home  on  Rehov 
Trumpeldor  in  ‘‘Little  Tel  Aviv.”  having  ac- 
quired en  route  some  of  the  polish  bestowed 
by  a foreign  capital.  His  wife,  Leah,  has  built 
a reputation  of  her  own.  both  as  a political 
hostess  at  the  Washington  embassy  and  at 
their  new  penthouse  home  in  Tel  Aviv’s 
smart  Neve-Avivim  quarter.  (Their  son  is  in 
the  army  and  their  daughter  is  married  to  an 
army  officer). 

The  Premier-designate  was  brought  up 
with  an  “orthodox”  Zionist-Labour 
background  — he  went  to  the  Labour  trend 
primary  school  next  to  Tel  Aviv’s  Gan  Meir, 
then  to  the  Kibbutz  Givat  Hashlosha  school 
and  the  Kadouri  Agricultural  School.  The 
young  Yitzhak  made  his  mark  at  school  in 
physics,  chemistry... and  football.  His  father 
intended  him  to  study  water  engineering,  but 
he  himself  chose  what  became  a military 


Kabin,  although  he  is  sometimes  saluted  as 
the  new  look  in  Israel  politics,  has  been  to  the 
fore  for  a long  time  and  might  serve  as  an 
object  lesson  in  the  durability  and  adaptabili- 
ty of  the  Labour  establishment.  For  his 
origins  are  very  much  within  Israeli  Labour. 

Those  who  know  him  refer  to  the  great  in- 
fluence exercised  by  his  mother,  born  Rosa 
Cohen,  who  belonged  to  the  front-rank 
leaders  of  Labour  Zionism  in  Ben-Gurion’s 
time  and  was  a founder  of  the  cooperative 
banking  system  that  produced  Bank 
Hapoalim  and  also  became  a member  of  the 
Hagana  national  command.  She  died  when  he 
was  in  his  early  ’20s.  His  father,  Nehemia, 
came  to  this  country,  after  a spell  in  the  U. 
S.,  as  a volunteer  with  the  Jewish  Legion.  He 
passed  away  three  years  ago  at  Kibbutz 
Manara  where,  as  a widower,  he  had  made 
his  home  with  his  daughter  Rachel,  a leading 
member  of  the  Kibbutz  Hame’uhad  move- 
ment. 


Many  early  photographs  show  Yitzhak 
Rabin  alongside  Yigal  Allon,  whose  deputy  he 
was-for  years  in  the  Palmah.  They  were  said 
to  be  very  close,  and  indeed  for  many  years 
he  was  considered  an  Ahdut  Ha’avoda  man. 
Rabin,  wisely,  has  preferred  to  avoid  Ahdut 
sponsorship,  and  appears  as  an  unaffiliated 
Labour  man.  He  also  differs  from  both  Dayan 
and  Allon  in  having  little  more  to  do  with  his 
old  army  staff  once  out  of  uniform.  He  is  very 
unlike  his  brother-in-law.  Aluf  (Res.) 
Avraham  Yoffe  (now  a Likud  M.  K.)  whose 
entire  army  staff  retired  with  him  to  transfer 
en  masse  to  the  Nature  Reserves  Authority. 

It  was  hardly  a coincidence  that  two  of  the 
pillars  of  the  Labour  establishment  — David 
Hacohen  and  Shaul  Avigur  — spoke  up  at  the 
Labour  Central  Committee  in  favour  of 
launching  a Rabin  government  now  even  with 
a very  narrow  majority. 

Rabin’s  relations  with  Ben-Gurion  were 
complex.  The  Old  Man  is  believed  never  to 


have  forgiven  him  for  ignoring  his  orders  and 
taking  part  in  the  parade  of  the  Palmah  after 
its  disbandment,  although  by  then  an  officer 
in  the  fledgling  I.D.F.  This  was  one  explana- 
tion offered  when  B.-G.  passed  him  over  later 
on  when  choosing  a successor  to  Haim 
Laskov  as  Chief  of  Staff,  despite  Laskov’s 
recommendation.  However  he  was  a frequent 
visitor  to  Sde  Boker  in  Ben-Gurion’s  later 
years,  and  would  seek  his  counsel. 

It  is  ironic  that  Rabin,  the  Chief  of  Staff 
who  led  Israel’s  armies  beyond  the  green  line 
in  1967.  is  now  negotiating  the  pull-back  to  it 
in  1974.  He  has  the  reputation  of  being  in- 
trospective of  seeing  a problem  in  the  round, 
of  having  a tendency  to  worry;  but  once 
decided  he  acts  with  razor-sharp  resolve. 
Levi  Eshkol  is  credited  with  the  observation 
that  Ben-Gurion  on  the  eve  of  the  Sinai  cam- 
paign had  a Chief  of  Staff  (Dayan)  who 
brought  him  one  single  operational  concept, 
while  on  the  eve  of  the  Six  Day  War  his  Chief 
of  Staff  (Rabin)  had  bewildered  him  with 
alternatives. 

The  post-Washington  Rabin  is  a different 
person,  not  only  in  his  crew-cut  and  dress.  In 
his  American-stvle  exposition  of  issues  he 
reflects  the  impact  made  on  him  by  the  US. 
Few  Israelis  have  got  so  close  to  top 
Americans,  and  his  frequent  working 
luncheons  with  Joseph  Sisco  and  association 
with  the  Administration  and  senators  provid- 
ed a major  breakthrough  into  the  centre  of 
American  power.  A leading  Washington  cor- 
respondent told  me  that  Pentagon  officials 
say  they  have  never  had  so  tough  a customer 
to  deal  with  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  arms 
supplies.  The  controversy  still  echoes  from 
across  the  Atlantic  over  allegations  of 
Rabin's  alleged  ‘‘intervention’’  on  Nixon’s 
behalf  during  the  presidential  campaign.  We 
all  recall  the  warm  send-off  he  got  from 
President  Nixon  and  Dr.  Kissinger.  This  kind 
of  friendship  in  the  capital  of  Israel's  great 
ally  will  obviously  stand  him  in  good  stead  in 
the  days  ahead. 

Rabin  brings  from  Washington  an  educated 
understanding  of  great-power  relations,  and 
has  little  patience  for  other  international  fac- 
tors. particularly  the  United  Nations.  This 
caused  clashes  with  Foreign  Minister  Abba 
Eban  at  the  time,  especially  when  he  used  to 
say  what  he  thought  of  U.N.  mediation  efforts 
in  radio  interviews. 

If  we  have  any  insight  at  all  into  Rabin's 
mind,  it  concerns  security  and  foreign  af- 
fairs, with  which  he  has  dealt  all  his  life. 
Thus  in  1968  he  expressed  the  view  that 
‘‘Israel  must  give  up  as'  much  territory  as 
possible  for  as  much  peace  as  available."  and 
that  Israel  must  rely  less  on  its  military 
power  and  on  buffer  territories  than  on 
removing  the  causes  of  Arab  enmity.  He 
spoke  of  focusing  primarily  on  Egypt  as  the 
decisive  force  in  the  Arab  world  and  of 
satisfying  Egyptian  aspirations  to  the  extent 
of  a withdrawal  to  a borderline  not  far  from 
the  old  international  frontier,  with  a land  link 
to  Sharm  E-Sheikh.  His  known  dislike  of  a 
U.N.  persence  as  a barrier  between  Israel 
and  Egypt  caused  him  to  call  for  a joint 
Israeli-Egyptian  policing  force. 

Rabin's  associates  speak  of  his  ‘‘Syrian 
complex,”  and  recall  how  Eshkol  rapped  him 
for  attacking  the  Syrian  regime  in  196^  which 
brought  accusations  that  he  had  caused  a 
critical  escalation.  His  prime  concern ‘ is  to 
reduce  Soviet  penetration  into  the  Middle 
, East  which  he  terms  “the  root  of  all  evil.”  He 
parts  company  with  dovish-minded  friends 
over  Judea  and  Samaria:  he  opposes  the  idea 
of  a Palestinian  state,  fearing  it  will  only  be 
the  cause  of  another  all-out  Arab-Israel  war 
and  prefers  to  maintain  Hashemite  rule 
there,  if  only  because  it  could  help  keep  the 
terrorists  from  Israel’s  eastern  border.  Like 
Dayan,  but  unlike  Allon,  he  wants 
negotiations  with  Jordan  postponed  until 
I after  a settlement  with  Egypt.  ^ 

What  may  prove  Rabin’s  Achiles  heel  -ms 
it  was  Mrs.  Meir’s  — is  his  lack  of  contact 
with  contemporary  Israel  social  issues. 
Despite  his  socialist  upbringing,  he  has  not 
shown  interest  in  the  half-integrated  im- 
migrant communities  and  development 
towns. 

At  52,  Rabin  faces  a crucial  chapter  in  his 
career.  Whether  he  will  change  the  course  of 
Jewish  history  we  have  yet  to  see.  At  any 
, rate,  he  has  a wealth  of  good  will  to  help  him 
on  his  way. 


A Review 


by  Rabbi  Marvin  Pritzker 


Walter  Laquer’s  A History  of  Zionism 


Walter  Laqueur  has  written  what  appears 
to  be  the  most  authoritative  history  on 
Zionism  hitherto  published,  and  it  promises 
to  remain  the  standard  text  for  many  years  to 
come  on  the  subject.  . 

Divided  in  three  parts,  it  examines  the 
Zionist  movement  as  part  of  the  era  of 
Romantic  Nationalism  beginning  with  the 
French  Revolution  and  culminating  in  the 
Declaration  of  Israeli  independence  on  May 
14.  1948. 

The  first  part  examines  the  post- 
revolutionary  emancipation  of  the  Jews  in 
Central  and  Western  Europe,  the 
phenomenon  of  assimilation  and  anti- 
Semitism,  the  19th  century  fore-funners  of 
Herzl,  Herzl  himself  and  the  start  of  the 
Zionist  movement  until  his  death,  and  then  to 
the  Balfour  declaration. 

The  second  part  reviews  the  start  of  Arab 
opposition  to  Zionism,  the  development  of 
Labour  Zionism.  Jabotinsky  and  the 
Revisionist  view  and  the  critics  of  Zionism  in 
the  entire  range  of  the  political  and  religious 
spectrum. 

The  last  part  examines  the  Weizman  era  - 
between  the  two  World  Wars  and  the 
questions  raised  concerning  his  leadership, 
the  Holocaust  and  the  struggle  to  establish 
Israel’s  independence. 

Laqueur  in  his  presentation  gives  us  a con- 
cept of  how  it  was  “ a damn  close  run  thing” 
from  beginning  to  end.  If  the  establishment  of 
Israel  is  considered  the  be  all  and  the  end  all 
of  Jewish  existence,  it  would  make  us  all  firm 


believers  in  Divine  Providence.  Such  is  not 
the  view  of  Lagueur  himself,  the  analytical 
historian  who  sees  a continuing  struggle, 
beyond  the  Utopian  stage,  for  this  small  state 
among  others  ‘‘whose  geopolitical  location 
exposes  them  to  the  expansive  designs  of  a 
super  power”.  This  view,  in  the  light  of  the 
Yom  Kippur  War,  is  more  poignant  than 
ever. 

Working  as  a historian,  in  the  light  of  con- 
crete facts  that  are  readily  documented,  he 
has  no  truck  with  theological  views  and  ig- 
nores (except  for  some  perfunctory  review  of 
Mizrachi  Zionism  and  Agudath  Israel  Non- 
Zionism)  the  religious  and  historical  dimen- 
sion which  far,  far  predates  the  Emancipa- 
tion. the  French  Revolution,  nationalism  and 
modern  revolutionary  movements.  He  con- 
centrates on  views  of  outstanding  individuals 
such  as  Herzl,  Weizmann,  and  Jabotinsky  and 
neglects  entirely  the  base  of  Zionism,  the 
Jewish  masses  if  Eastern  Europe.  He 
neglects  also  the  Jewish  ‘‘soul”  steeped  in  a 
religious  and  (superstitious,  if  you  will)  welt 
anschaung  that  included  a yearning  for  Zion 
for  centuries.  True,  the  realization  did  not 
come  about  until  certain  intellectual 
movements  came  into  existence  which 
affected  Jews,  but  no  one  denies  the  truism, 
‘‘Wie  es  Christelt  sich,  so  Judelt  sich”. 
However,  a nationalist  movement  among 
Jews  could  not  have  come  into  existence  un- 
less there  existed  fertile  ground  ready  to 
accept  the  seed. 

The  whole  range  of  Jewish  thought, 


Biblical,  Talmudic  and  Post  Talmudic,  in  the 
writings  of  Jewish  sages,  many  of  whom 
were  doers  as  well  as  thinkers,  expresses  a 
national  feeling  that  is  appropriate  to  the 
most  recent  statements  of  revolutionary 
nationalist  movements.  Judah  Low,  Rabbi  cf 
Prague  in  the  16th  Century  expressed  a view 
of  the  inherent  worth’  of  national  in- 
dependence  which  is  still  relevant  for  us. 
j (The  Eternity  of  Israel  P.  81): 

‘‘There  is  no  doubt  that  exile  is  a change 
out  of  the  ordinary,  for  G-d  ordained  each  na- 
tion in  its  proper  place  and  placed  Israel  in  its 
proper  place,  which  is  Eretz  Israel....  for  the 
proper  place  for  them,  in  order  of  the  world, 
is  to  be  in  Eretz  Israel  under  their  own  domi- 
nion, and  not  under  another’s  dominion. ...and 
in  the  same  fashion  the  Dispersion  is  not  a 
natural  thing.... furthermore,  according  to  the 
order  of  things,  it  is  not  proper  for  one  nation 
to  place  another  in  bond  and  subjugate  it.” 

Rabbi  Jacob  Emden  of  18th  Century  Ger- 
many expressed  similar  views.  He  should  not 
be  remembered  only  as  the  antagonist  of  Sab- 
batism  heresy.  His  views  written  (Introduc- 
tion to  the  Siddur  of  Jacob  Emden”)  on  the 
eve  of  Emancipation  and  Enlightenment  are 
prophetic  indeed: 

‘‘For  this,  every  Jewish  person  must  firmly 
resolve  to  emigrate  and  dwell  Eretz  Israel  in 
a land  not  ours,  an  unclean  land. ..don’t  con- 
sider dwelling  in  the  Diaspora.. ..this  was  the 
sin  of  our  forefathers,  who  caused  a weeping 
for  generations.. ..it  appears  to  us  living 
peacefully  in  the  Diaspora  that  we  have  found 


a comparable  Eretz  Israel  and  Jerusalem. 
Therefore  came  upon  us  all  the  evils  when 
Jews  lived  in  Spain  and  other  lands  in  peace 
and  much  dignity.” 

The  views  of  the  sages  mentioned  are 
documented  with  quotations  from  the  whole 
range  of  Jewish  literature  from  the  Bible 
down  to  their  day. 

Gershom  Scholem,  the  authority  on  Jewish 
mysticism,  from  the  viewpoint  of  his  special- 
ty, sees  that  the  ‘‘understanding  of  the  Kab- 
balah offers  a new  perspective  on  the  rise  of 
modern  Jewish  Nationalism.  Zionism  may  be 
seen....as....the  last  of  the  great  visions  of 
rebirth  that  began  driving  the  Jews  toward 
new  horizons  some  six  centuries  before 
Herzl,  a movement  not  only  stimulated  from 
without  but  animated  from  within  by  a deep 
source  of  national  vitality.”  (The  Achieve- 
ment of  Gershom  Sholem”,  bv  Robert  Alter 
Commentary  April  1973). 

Of  the  19th  Century  precursors  of  Zionism 
the  religious  philosophers  are  given  shoft 
shrift  by  Laquer.  One  a Sephardi,  from  Ser- 
bia, Rabbi  Yehudah  Alkalai  is  not  mentioned 
at  all.  To  my  mind  this  is  significant  in  that 
Zionism  in  its  practical  form  as  essential  to 
all  streams  of  Judaism  alike,  Ashkenazic, 
Sephardic,  Yemenite,  Bokhanan,  Georgian! 
etc.  is  a universal  Jewish  view,  not 
predicated  only  on  a Central  or  Western 
European  cultural  milieu.  Indeed,  Simon 
Loeb  Herzel,  Theodore’s  grandfather  was  one 
of  the  few  followers  of  Alkalay  (“The  Zionist 
Idea”  Arthur  Hertzberg.  Garden  City,  New 
York  1959). 


Shalom  Mr  Nixon 


A Review 


JERUSALEM  POST.  (Ephraim  Kishon)  — 
Let’s  confess  that  when  we  saw  you  on  the 
small  screen  amid  the  cheering  crowds  in 
Cairo,  we  couldn’t  stop  the  grin  just 
spreading  and  spreading  over  our  face.  I 
mean,  we  got  to  thinking  of  our  Russian 
friends,  past  masters  in  the  art  of  dialectic 
reasoning.  We  felt  that  maybe  President 
Sadat  was  thinking  oi  them,  too,  because  we 
noticed  he  smiled  a lot  himself.  Think 
Gromyko  has  already  found  out  that  our  Arab 
neighbours  only  admire  those  who  give  arms 
— to  the  Jews?  You  live  and  learn,  comrades. 
Anyway,  if  I could  have  been  there  to  film 
you  and  President  Sadat  on  the  dais.  I think 
I d have  zoomed  in  back  between  vou  till  the 
whole  screen  were  filled  with  that  pair  of 
clever  Jewish  eyes  behind  the  thick  lenses... 

We  haven’t  felt  such  wholesome  schaden- 
freude since  Senator  Fulbright  was  axed. 

Strange  as  it  may  sound.  Mr.  President  the 
People  of  Israel  like  vou  still.  Maybe  it’s 
because  we're  cynics,  maybe  because  we're 
naturally  for  the  persecuted,  or  maybe  its 
because  so  much  of  our  own  Old  Testament 
reads  like  a series  of  Watergate  affairs. 
Somehow  we  realize  that  politics,  like 
chimney -sweeping,  isn’t  a job  vou  do  in  a white 
coat,  and  anyway,  we’ve  heard  of  other  > 
things  people  got  up  to  now  and  then  in  the 
glorious  history  of  democratic  elections.  The 
Israeli  People  is  allergic  to  hypocrisy.  As  far 
as  we  re  concerned,  a witch-hunt  is  a witch- 
hunt. however,  real  the  witch. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  nobodv  knows  you  here 
except  Golda.  We’ve  heard  that  you’re  a 
professional  politician,  if  vou’ll  excuse  the 
expression  a shrewd  and  calculating  man, 
that  you  play  the  piano,  and  that  vou  used  to 
tape  your  conversations  for  a hobby.  Also 
that  you  have  two  nice  daughters.  Also  a 
promising  Foreign  Secretary. 

But  what  really  impresses  us.  citizens  of  a 
besieged  country,  is  the  wav  vou  stand  up  to 
the  best-organized  public  campaign  in  the 
history  of  the  Press.  So  maybe  you've  got  a 
weak  character  as  your  enemies  claim  Mr 
President,  but  you  certainly  are  one  hell 


strong  guv.  We  envy  you  vour  nerve.  You’re 
fighting  for  your  honour  and  your  office  with 
such  tremendous  obstinacy,  till  we’re  struck 
by  the  awful  suspicion  that  maybe  you’re 
even  a little  bit  in  the  right. 

On  top  of  that  we’re  unprogressive  enough 
to  attach  more  importance  to  your  credit  for 
a new  Chinese  policy  than  to  your  old  debts  to 
Inland  Revenue.  And  we  don’t  think  it’s  fair 
either  to  make  a bestseller  out  of  a man's 
private  conversations,  be  he  an  angel  or  be  he 
the  other  thing,  a US  President. 

We  don’t  know  if  you  are  really  a friend  of 
ours,  Mr.  Nixon.  All  we  know  is  that  you  act 
like  one.  and  on  the  whole  that  is  what  counts 
with  us.  We  don’t  forget  that  vou’re  the  first 
president  who  put  an  end  to  our  status  of 
backstreet-mistress.  After  such  a long  line  of 
Great  Presidents,  it’s  only  during  your  rule 
that  we  received  a declaration  of  friendship 
from  America,  and  believe  us  — we  don't  in 
the  least  mind  if  you  did  it  for  the  votes  of  our 
uncles  in  the  Bronx.  We  also  heard  rumours 
about  how  you  scolded  the  Pentagon  oil- 
experts  to  get  that  air-lift  going  at  last,  and 
we’re  not  prepared  to  search  for  a possible 
link  between  our  rescue  and  the  in- 
vestigations against  you.  We’re  satisfied  with 
the  wrappings,  the  billions  and  the  Phantoms. 
Besides,  we  feel  you  can  appreciate  stubborn 
fighters  like  us. 

As  for  your  visit  in  our  area,  we’re  sorry 
but  we  can’t  give  you  a reception  on  the 
Egyptian  scale.  We  have  difficulty  mobilizing 
three  million  people  to  cheer  you  because 
somebody's  got  to  stay  and  mind  the  shop.  We 
may  also  demonstrate  against  you  here  and 
there,  so  as  to  spare  Henry’s  feelings  and 
boost  your  position  with  our  neighbours.  No 
doubt  you’ll  find  that  we  Jews  have  a chronic 
existence-complex,  a kind  of  incurable,  im- 
patient sense  of  self-preservation.  Yet  we 
have  a very  long  memory  too,  Mr.  President, 
maybe  the  longest  in  the  world.  We  didn’t 
forget  Amalek  for  3,000  years,  but  we  didn't 
forget  Cyrus  either.  Or  Harry  S.  Truman. 

We  d just  like  you  to  know  that  the  few 
friends  you  have  in  the  big  wide  world  are 
here  in  this  small  country.  Welcome,  Mr. 
Nixon! 

L 


The  Apprenticeship  Of 
Duddy  Kravitz” 

By  Alti  Rodal 


No  doubt  it  is  a good  thing  to  be  able  to 
laugh  at  oneself ; I fear  though  that  too  many 
people  will  find  The  Apprenticeship  of  Duddy 
Kravitz  entertaining  for  the  wrong  reasons. 

I should  say  at  once  that  my  concern  here  is 
not  with  cinematography,  but  with  the  way  in 
which  the  film  portrays  Jews  and  Jewish  life. 
The  film  seems  to  me  a shallow  presentation 
of  classical  anti-semitic  motifs  — and  is  very 
likely  socially  acceptable  as  such  only 
because  its  creator  is  a Jew.  The  steady  diet 
of  ugly  stereotypes  would  have  to  be  familiar 
fare  to  any  anti-jewish  publicist.  The  one  or 
two  Jewish  persona  meant  to  be  a little  more 
sympathetic  — the  grandfather  or  Uncle 
Benjy  — are  cardboard  figures;  indeed,  all 
the  characters  amount  to  clothes  slogans 
parading  about  the  set.  They  never  carry  with 
them  so  much  as  the  suggestion  of  an  inner 
life. 

One  hears  it  said,  ‘that's  the  way  it  was’. 
Was  it? The  film  is  even  more  seriously  un- 
balanced in  this  sense  — it  never  even  hints 
that  there  was  more  to  Jewish  life  in  Mon- 
treal than  the  caricatured  segment  the  film 
takes  as  it’s  subject.  A M.  Klein,  as  we  all 
know,  lived  on  the  moon.  Naturally  enough 
people  daily  emerge  from  the  Place  de  Ville 
cinema  allowing  as  to  how  the  film  has 


helped  them  better  to  understand  Jews  and 
Jewish  culture. 

I find  it  incredible  that  the  Ambassador  of 
Israel  should  have  graced  the  premiere  of 
this  vulgar  exercise. 

The  grand  scene  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
film  is  striking:  a gaggle  of  Jews  standing 
about  the  ravished  lake  — the  whole  coun- 
tryside left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the 
Kravitz  clan,  and  the  crippled  heroin-warlord 
Dingleman:  the  ‘effective  message’  is 
perfectly  clear,  and  one  should  consider  how 
this  panders  to  images  that  are  deeply  in- 
grained. particularly  in  French  Canada:  of 
the  Jew  as  completely  alien  — indeed, 
something  more  removed,  not  quite  ‘human’ 
in  the  familiar  sense:  there  stand  the  Jews 
about  the  lake,  shouting  at  each  other,  ex- 
ulting over  the  rape  of  the  virginland,  un- 
derstanding nothing,  caring  nothing  for  it.  in- 
capable of  caring  or  understanding  — for 
Duddy  to  level  ‘all  this  bullshit’  in  pursuit  of 
the  dollar  js  a service!  Yvette  and  Virgil  form 
the  contrast  — expressing  human  virtues 
which  make  them  easy  victims,  and  which 
highlight  the  unrelieved  social  idiocy  of  the 
intruders.  No  doubt  this  ‘portrait’  of  a 
generation  has  many  elements  of  authentici- 
ty in  it:  but  the  balance  is  terribly  distorted., 


If  Only  Wc  Could  Get  Rid  Of  Israel— 


